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An hour later, after various soundings, Quinette had discovered at No. 142^ Faubourg-Saint-Denis, two courtyards back, a tiny two-roomed apartment which its occupant wanted to sub-let.
" It's going cheap," the concierge had said. " The tenant wants to get rid of it. He took it because he has a business in the north, and thought he would like to have a little office in Paris. He will let you have it fully furnished for the price that you would have to pay for it empty. I'm telling you the truth. I could have let it for him a hundred times over if it had been a little bigger."
On payment of a small deposit, Quinette found no difficulty about securing a sub-lease by the month. The concierge appeared to have full powers to negotiate — so much so that he asked himself whether she were not handling the business on her own account. Perhaps the landlord had let her have this little apartment in addition to her own lodge, and she had furnished it summarily. Perhaps, again-for she was neither old nor ugly-she had bestowed her favours upon the actual tenant, and, when he left, he had made her a present of the rest of his lease and the furniture.
In any event, the business was settled with an absence of formality which suited the bookbinder very well. He had only to pay fifty francs for a month's rent in advance and give any name he chose - which was M. Dutoit. He was also requested to make himself responsible for the furniture and fittings which were left at his disposal. The inventory of them was quickly taken : in the only room which possessed a window, a desk-table, two cane-seated chairs, a little round cast-iron stove, and some plain wood bookshelves which took up half one wall. In the other room, which was a bkck hole, a cot and bed-clothes, a cheap little three-section mirror, and a big trunk with a convex lid. Quinette was surprised at the trunk. He was informed that the tenant had used it as a wardrobe. The apartment also included a kitchen and, opening off it, a lavatory, both of them tiny.
During his visit Quinette vouchsafed a little information

